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University of Idaho Utilizes Hitachi StarBoards To Create 21° Century Educational
Experience In Science Classes

- Science Classes use Hitachi Interactive Whiteboards to Enhance Teaching Materials
and Learning Objects -

CHULA VISTA, Calif., December 8, 2008 — Professors at the University of Idaho have chosen

Hitachi interactive whiteboards in a move that greatly enhances the school’s science class and

laboratory teaching technology. Purchased through Troxell Communications, the school utilizes
the FXDUO-77 model StarBoard along with the award winning Hitachi CP-A100 3LCD projector
as part of the Hitachi CP-A100+FXDUO bundle.

The professors immediately noticed the benefits of utilizing the combination of the Hitachi
projector with the interactive whiteboard. “Before when we were utilizing a traditional projector,
there was always a shadow which created a distraction when presenting,” stated Ronald
Robberecht, Professor of Rangeland Ecology at the University of Idaho. “Utilizing the Hitachi
short throw projector, the issue of having the shadow is completely eliminated.”

Professor Robberecht believes his students have enjoyed the addition of the interactive
whiteboard into lectures in the lab setting. “Utilizing the StarBoard makes a difference to the
students, they like it and it certainly adds value to the lectures. We can view ecological topics in
a very interactive manner where images, videos, and text can be easily combined with the
powerful dynamic annotation features of the Starboard. Other professors use the Starboards for
courses on geographical information systems (GIS) where various information such as soil
types, species, forests and grasslands, and related geographical information can be shown in
interacting layers of a landscape.

“Also, having a StarBoard in my office allows me to hold research meetings there. Rather than
having all the students crouch around a desktop monitor they can look at the images and lecture
material comfortably on the large screen. Using the Starboard really allows for a natural
interactive teaching interface.”

The university has also utilized StarBoards for numerous other applications. “We have one
StarBoard that is being connected with a field campus where they are teaching ecology to fifth
and sixth graders,” stated Robberecht. “We attached a web cam to the StarBoard so now we
utilize it as a tool for video conferencing as well.”
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Based on experiences thus far the university will certainly be considering Hitachi for future
technology needs. “As our smaller classrooms and seminar rooms are renovated the new
Hitachi Starboards will be integral to the renovations because the price is right, the technology is
great, and the service and support we have received has been excellent,” said Robberecht.
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Hitachi Home Electronics (America), Inc., Business Group, subsidiary of Hitachi America, Ltd.,
markets LCD projectors, interactive panels and whiteboards and security and observation
system products through value added resellers, system integrators, distributors and OEM.

Hitachi Software Engineering America, Ltd. develops advanced interactive communications
tools for education, training and boardroom applications including interactive whiteboards,
plasma displays and tablets all powered by the company's category-leading StarBoard software.
Go to hitachi-soft.com.

Hitachi has a unique position in the marketplace by manufacturing and developing its own core
technologies to provide consumers and businesses with optimal product performance in each of
Hitachi's product categories. For Business products go to hitachi.us/digitalmedia. For consumer
products, please visit hitachi-homeelectronics.us/.

Hitachi America, Ltd., a subsidiary of Hitachi, Ltd., markets and manufactures a broad range of
electronics, computer systems and products, and provides industrial equipment and services
throughout North America. For more information, visit hitachiamerica.us.

Hitachi, Ltd., (NYSE: HIT / TSE: 6501) headquartered in Tokyo, Japan, is a leading global
electronics company with approximately 390,000 employees worldwide. Fiscal 2007 (ended
March 31, 2008) consolidated revenues totaled 11,226 billion yen ($112.2 billion). The company
offers a wide range of systems, products and services in market sectors including information
systems, electronic devices, power and industrial systems, consumer products, materials and
financial services. For more information on Hitachi, please visit the company’s website at
hitachi.com.
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